Heavenly Father we ask you today to send your angles to watch over those who are overseas today.  Give them the strength, and courage to make it through this unharmed.  Father your word describes how the psalms cried out your name in battle, and you came to their aid in Psalms 18.  Lord your word is never void, for you are the Great I Am.  You are the same today as you were in the beginning.    Let them be heard in heaven, father incline thine ear to listen for those who have cried out to you now.  

Strengthen our faith today, and let it be refreshed in you.  Father we may not understand all that you have done lately.  But we trust in your judgement that there is a blessing in all this for us as a world.  Let your actions resonate your power, and your compassion for your faithful.  Help us to have faith in you now as we each walk through the shadows of death during this season of turmoil.  Give us the courage to stand by faith and call out your name and let us be heard in heaven.  Let us all be your light unto the world that others may see you by and know you are real today.  

In your name This we pray.. Amen

Psalms 18: 

1.  I will love thee, O Lord, my strength.

2.  The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I   will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.

3. I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.

We can relate to all of  the psalmist like David because they express our feelings today.  We all face troubles as did David and the other writers of the psalms hundreds of years ago.  We often respond as they did. 

 In Psalm 3 David told God how he felt about the odds against him.  But with 3 verses the king realized that God’s presence and care made the odds meaningless.  This experience is repeated in many of the psalms that we read.  

Usually the hope and confidence in God outweighs the fear and suffering; sometimes they don’t.  Still the psalm writers consistently poured out their thoughts and emotions to God.  When they felt abandoned by God, they told him so, when they were impatient with how slowly god seemed be answering their prayers they told him.  Because they recognized the difference between themselves and God, they were free to be men and to honest with their creator.  

Although we have much in common with these writers today, we may differ in two ways:

We might not tell god what we are really feeling, and thinking.  we might not recognize even faintly who is listening to our prayers.  The psalmist knew that God was there, always listening, always ready to answer their prayers. Do you?

As you read through the psalms notice the pattern of the writers, and put it to the test.  The more we’re open and honest about our feelings the more God will reveal to us the answers we need to hear.  If we are still enough and able to listen and watch him work a marvelous work in us that is.

The above passage is almost a duplicate of  2nd Samuel verse 22 : 

1. And David spake unto the Lord the words of this song in the day that the Lord had delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out of the hand of Saul: 

2.  And he said, The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer;

 3.  The God of my rock; in him will I trust: He is my shield, and the Horn Of my salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my savior; thou savest me from violence.

4. I will call on the Lord, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.

God’s protection of his people is limitless, and can take many forms.  David characterized God’s care with five military symbols in these verses:

· God is like a rock that cant’ be moved by any who would harm us

· God is like a fortress or place of safety where the enemy can’t follow

· God is a shield that comes between us and harm

· God is the strength of salvation a symbol of might and power

· God is a stronghold high above our enemies.  If you need protection look to God.

As Christians we come under fire a lot.  When the world around is in utter chaos we can be seen with a smile our faces.  People of this world don’t understand how we as Christians can have so much faith in something we can’t describe, or even see.  To these folks I tell them to see the world through my eyes today.  Look at the beauty that God has given you to cherish today.  He’s blessed you with eyes so that he may see his marvelous works.   Psalms 8 says it so much better than I could ever wish or hope to say how much I love the lord for all he has done for us here on earth.

1.  O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens.

 2.  Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.

 3.  When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;

 4.  What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?

 5.  For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour.

 6.  Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet:

 7.  All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;

 8.  The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.

9. O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!

The Living Bible says it like this:

1.  O Lord our God, the majesty and glory of your name fills all the earth and overflows the heavens. 

 2.  You have taught the little children to praise you perfectly. May their example shame and silence your enemies!

 3.  When I look up into the night skies and see the work of your fingers--the moon and the stars you have made-- 

 4.  I cannot understand how you can bother with mere puny man, to pay any attention to him! 

 5.  And yet you have made him only a little lower than the angels, and placed a crown of glory and honor upon his head.

 6.  You have put him in charge of everything you made; everything is put under his authority: 

 7.  all sheep and oxen, and wild animals too, 

 8.  the birds and fish, and all the life in the sea. 

9. O Jehovah, our Lord, the majesty and glory of your name fills the earth.

Children are able to trust and praise God with out doubts, or reservations.  We as adults find this more and more difficult to do.  We’ve become hardened as stone looking for answers, trying to find the facts, and then trying to reason them with our finite brain.  We need to return to the faith of a child, to be blessed and loved as a child in order that we may see as child.  We are all God’s children, and we should think like children talking to our father above.   God loves us, each of us as his children.   

In times of battle we need to remember just as David did that we can call upon our Father in Heaven and he will protect us from our enemies.  We can hide in his fortress of strength and courage and draw up upon that courage and strength to defeat the enemies of this world.

Let us stand and pray..

Heavenly father, give us the weapons of faith today to battle with the enemy.  Let us not forget that you are the Great I Am, and in you all things are possible.  Let us call out to you and be heard in time of fear and weakness and find shelter in your protection.  Let not thine enemies’ triumph over us this day in your name we pray.  Amen 

