PRE MARITAL SEX..  JULY 1 2005

In this day and age, we often think nothing at all about sex before marriage, or living with someone of the opposite sex as a roommate.  With the economy the way it is many young couples find it easier to live together while dating.  

Saints we have to remember that we are Christians first and foremost in all that we do.  Living in Sin, is Living in Sin no matter what excuse you wish to use, or give it.  

This topic is one that many pastors tend to shy away from because of the feelings that may be hurt with in the church body.  But I’m not hear to ensure your feelings are coddled I’m here to teach and preach about all forms of sin.  

I was asked why I’m so adamant about pre-marital sex and when it is ok to have sex with a partner.  Being that I’ve walked this road of life, I can speak for facts as they happened in my life.  Let me share a little tale with you about premarital sex.

In my youth, I thought it was cool to jump from girl to girl not once did I ever think about making love to them.  It wasn’t till I was much older did temptation present itself to me in many ways.  When I drank, my defenses were down, my brain was turned off, common sense went out the window, and my small head was in charge.  

Back in the day, there wasn’t this thing called AIDS.  All we had to worry about was the occasional bed critter called VD  no biggy..  Penicillin cures all that, what’s to worry about.  Oh the lies we tell ourselves in the name of sex. Amen

Turn in your bibles now with me and mark these pages.

Christian Life Outlines: - 

- A young man's danger 

 (1 John 2:16)

- Love of world A common habit 

 (Rom. 12:2)

- Conformity to world A preacher's snare 

 (2 Tim. 4:10)

- Having loved it A ruinous friendship 

 (James 4:4)

- An Enemy of God A great victory 

 (1 John 5:4)

· Overcome the world

1 John 2:16  for all these worldly things, these evil desires--the craze for sex, the ambition to buy everything that appeals to you, and the pride that comes from wealth and importance--these are not from God. They are from this evil world itself. )

Romans 12:2.  Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will know what God wants you to do, and you will know how good and pleasing and perfect his will really is.

2nd Timothy 4:10

Paul's Final Words

 6.  As for me, my life has already been poured out as an offering to God. The time of my death is near. 

 7.  I have fought a good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful. 

 8.  And now the prize awaits me-the crown of righteousness that the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on that great day of his return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward to his glorious return.

 9.  Please come as soon as you can. 

 10.  Demas has deserted me because he loves the things of this life and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus has gone to Dalmatia. 

 11.  Only Luke is with me. Bring Mark with you when you come, for he will be helpful to me. 

 12.  I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 

13. When you come, be sure to bring the coat I left with Carpus at Troas. Also bring my books, and especially my papers.*

Drawing Close to God

 1.  What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Isn't it the whole army of evil desires at war within you? 

 2.  You want what you don't have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous for what others have, and you can't possess it, so you fight and quarrel to take it away from them. And yet the reason you don't have what you want is that you don't ask God for it. 

 3.  And even when you do ask, you don't get it because your whole motive is wrong-you want only what will give you pleasure.

 4.  You adulterers! Don't you realize that friendship with this world makes you an enemy of God? I say it again, that if your aim is to enjoy this world, you can't be a friend of God. 

 5.  What do you think the Scriptures mean when they say that the Holy Spirit, whom God has placed within us, jealously longs for us to be faithful* ? 

 6.  He gives us more and more strength to stand against such evil desires. As the Scriptures say, "God sets himself against the proud, but he shows favor to the humble."*

 7.  So humble yourselves before God. Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you. 

 8.  Draw close to God, and God will draw close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, you hypocrites. 

 9.  Let there be tears for the wrong things you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep grief. Let there be sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of joy. 

 10.  When you bow down before the Lord and admit your dependence on him, he will lift you up and give you honor.

How many of us can remember our youth, and our past before Christ.  How often have we read this chapter, and heard what it has to say to us today as born again Christians. 

And finally:

Faith in the Son of God

 1.  Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is a child of God. And everyone who loves the Father loves his children, too. 

 2.  We know we love God's children if we love God and obey his commandments. 

 3.  Loving God means keeping his commandments, and really, that isn't difficult. 

 4.  For every child of God defeats this evil world by trusting Christ to give the victory. 

 5.  And the ones who win this battle against the world are the ones who believe that Jesus is the Son of God.

 6.  And Jesus Christ was revealed as God's Son by his baptism in water and by shedding his blood on the cross* -not by water only, but by water and blood. And the Spirit also gives us the testimony that this is true. 

 7.  So we have these three witnesses* -

 8.  the Spirit, the water, and the blood-and all three agree. 

9. Since we believe human testimony, surely we can believe the testimony that comes from God. And God has testified about his Son. 

Now let’s go back to Romans again and read this out loud.

- Love of world A common habit 

 (Romans 12:2  Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but be a new and different person with a fresh newness in all you do and think. Then you will learn from your own experience how his ways will really satisfy you.)

When we gave our lives to Christ old things were lost, new things were instilled in us supernaturally by God’s love.  We were filled with the Holly Spirit. 1 Corinthians 11 Says: When I was a child, I spake as a child, I felt as a child, I thought as a child: now that I am become a man, I have put away childish things. 

Saints, I ask you have you put away your old habits, your old ways and put on new clothing or are you still hanging onto that shirt from the 60’s for old time sake?

We need to clean out our closets, and toss out the old so we can make way for the new clothes that God has in store for us today.

 Now turn to 2 Timothy chapter 4 

· Conformity to world - A preacher's snare 

· (2 Timothy 4) in Paul’s letter it reminds us to be strong in our faith!

· How strong is your faith today?  

· 7.  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;

·  9.  Who hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,

·  8.  Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord,

Each of us have been called by God to share in his word with others 

what message are we as Christian telling non believers when we ourselves sleep around.   

That it’s ok in God’s eyes?  That God loves what we are doing? 

Or that by doing so we are committing a deadly sin in God’s eyes.

This reminds me of a letter that someone shared with me on line.

Dinner With Mom

Brian invites his mother to dinner at his place one night. While she was there, she kept noticing how beautiful Brian’s roommate, Stephanie was. As if reading his mother’s mind, he says to her, “Mom, Stephanie and I are just friends.” Not quite convinced, Brian’s mother paid close attention to the way the two interacted throughout the evening.

A couple of days later, Stephanie says to Brian, “I’m sorry to say this, but I can’t find my beautiful silver gravy ladle and I’m afraid to say that I think your mother may have taken it. Brian didn’t think this was the case, but sends off an email to his mother about it.

Dear Mom,

I’m not saying you did take the gravy ladle and I’m not saying you didn’t. 

However, the fact remains that it has been missing since you were here for dinner.

Your son, Brian

Brian received this response:

Dear Brian,

I’m not saying you are sleeping with Stephanie and I’m not saying you aren’t.

 However, the fact remains, if Stephanie were sleeping in her own bed, 

she would have found the gravy ladle by now.

Love, Mom

Got to love Mom’s even when we try to hide the truth they can see the reality of it.  

LADIES AND GENTLEMAN, WE CAN’T SERVE TO MASTERS…...

 (James 4:4  You are like an unfaithful wife who loves her husband's enemies. Don't you realize that making friends with God's enemies--the evil pleasures of this world--makes you an enemy of God? I say it again, that if your aim is to enjoy the evil pleasure of the unsaved world, you cannot also be a friend of God. )  AMEN

As Christians, we have to set the standard, that standard that God set for us in his word!

How can we show someone to Christ, if we are caught up in lust, and sin in this world.

Sin comes in many forms, Money, Gambling, Drinking, Sex, you start one, and you’ll be on the road to sin in no time!   

But the Good news is that God makes a way for us to keep our minds out of the gutters and out of the dark places of the world if we learn to what sin is and how we can over come it through his grace.  It’s not hard, it’s just a matter of focusing on the glory of our Savior and what he’s got in store for us as his children!

- An Enemy of God A great victory 

 (1 John 5:4  for every child of God can obey him, defeating sin and evil pleasure by trusting Christ to help him.)

LET US PRAY….

Heavenly father, we thank you for today’s message. I know that this message may hurt someone’s feelings or cause them to evaluate their personal relations with others around them today.  Let this message touch their spirit lord, let them hear your words, and have the courage to come forward today and ask for your help in defeating the sins of the carnal world and lusting behaviors. 

Father you are our everything!  Give us wisdom now, and courage to seek your will for our lives.  Let us hear your calling that you have ordained for us today.  Help us to love our partners in a new way a God driven way.  Lead us in salvation lord in your name we pray.

Amen.
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