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Today’s Reading: Matthew 15

7.  You hypocrites! Isaiah was prophesying about you when he said,

 8.  'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far away.
How many of you here today, are simply paying lip service to God?

You come here week after week, put in your time, your tithe and walk out never to be seen till next Sunday.

Some of you, are living in the flesh, wanting the worldly things. The shiny cars, the gold – you’re being led by greed not by deed.   Today, let’s hear the word of God, and let it sink in to your souls and your spirit.  Then ask yourself Lord, am I paying lip service, or am I giving service in your name?

Let us pray:  Heavenly Father, let your word reach out and touch the hearts of our viewers on line and those present here with us today.  Let your lessons be heard loud and clear this morning.  Bless our church Lord, and forgive us for not listening to your voice and serving you when you have called upon us to carry your cross.  Help us Lord to find a home for you in our heart that brings honor and glory to you and your name. Feed us Lord and let us dine at your table this morning.  Let no one leave today hungering for your wisdom, your love, and your grace.  This we pray in your name  Amen

Turn in your bibles now to Matthew 15 verses 8 – 20 follow along as I read what Jesus has to say about the master’s table.  Here Jesus Teaches about Inner Purity. Some Pharisees and teachers of religious law have arrived from Jerusalem to interview Jesus while he’s teaching the large crowd of people that have gathered.  

"Why do your disciples disobey our age-old traditions?" they demanded. "They ignore our tradition of ceremonial hand washing before they eat."  I love his answer to this question.  If someone were to say this today we’d think he was being flipped for sure.  Listen to how he answers his question.  And  Jesus replied, "And why do you, by your traditions, violate the direct commandments of God? But he doesn’t stop there, he continues  For instance, now he’s going to turn the tables on them, watch this…God says, 'Honor your father and mother,' and 'Anyone who speaks evil of father or mother must be put to death.'*   I know a lot of kids, who wouldn’t be alive today if this was still in use. 

Here’s where he drops the hammer on them… ready? Verse  5.  But you say, 'You don't need to honor your parents by caring for their needs if you give the money to God instead.'  6.  And so, by your own tradition, you nullify the direct commandment of God.  You hypocrites! Isaiah was prophesying about you when he said, 'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far away.   

 Let’s read that again, 8. 'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far away.  Their worship is a farce,

for they replace God's commands with their own man-made teachings.!  Sounds to me like he’s a bit pissed off if you ask me… 10.  Then Jesus called to the crowds and said, "Listen to what I say and try to understand. 

11. You are not defiled by what you eat; you are defiled by what you say and do.* "

This next part, Jesus really shares some insights with us – Poor Peter, he was so lost  and in the dark it’s not funny.  But what would you have done, if you had heard this.  Would you have understood it?  Those of the spirit do, but to those who don’t know Jesus, and his parables, it never made any sense what so ever.  Listen to what he’s saying here.  12. Then the disciples came to him and asked, "Do you realize you offended the Pharisees by what you just said?"  

I could just see Jesus with a look of,  “WELL  DUH.. YOU DON’T THINK I KNOW THAT?”

12. Jesus replied, "Every plant not planted by my heavenly Father will be rooted up, 

Now what does this mean?  Are we talking about the green things that grow in the soil or are we talking about something else here?

Let me read that again…..

13. Jesus replied, "Every plant not planted by my heavenly Father will be rooted up so ignore them. They are blind guides leading the blind, and if one blind person guides another, they will both fall into a ditch."

We’ve all seen blind people trying to feel their way around with their cane, they live in the dark.  If a blind man were to lead another blind man, they would surely become confused and would be lost in no time they would fall in a ditch – or in our case today, they would wander into the street. Then Peter asked Jesus, "Explain what you meant when you said people aren't defiled by what they eat”.

 16.  "Don't you understand?" Jesus asked him. 

 17.  "Anything you eat passes through the stomach and then goes out of the body. 

18. But evil words come from an evil heart and defile the person who says them.   For from the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, all other sexual immorality, theft, lying, and slander.  20.  These are what defile you. Eating with unwashed hands could never defile you and make you unacceptable to God!”  We all know that mom and dad won’t stand for dirty hands at the family table, but God will.  As long as our hearts and our minds haven’t been defiled, as long as we are focused on his will for our lives.  As long as we give thanks to him for our substance he doesn’t care one bit.

   Don’t believe me?  Ask any homeless person who lives on the streets if they wash before they eat.  They’ll tell you they don’t care its food.    Now, I bet if you asked if they asked God to bless them with enough food for the day, they would be the first to say Yep, Sure Did – did you?

When we come to God’s table, we have to be reverent.  Mom and Dad taught us this, we teach our kids this.  We have to be thankful that we have food to eat, a table and a roof over our head.  God’s a Giving and Loving God.  

When we’re hungry he’s going to make a way for us to find “something to eat”.  So give him thanks when he does.  I’m not telling you to say, “bless this bounty Lord now pass the meet”.  I’m saying give thanks for what you have today.  Really thank him.  

When was last time we really thanked God for all the blessings we have in our lives.  We should take at least 10 minutes a day just to say hey God, I wanted to take this time to reach out and touch your garment and just say thanks.  To love you and lift you up in worship and thank you for all that I have today.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:

Give me one thing you’d thank God for today?     What would you say if we went around the room today, we all could share something we’re thankful for, Lord knows we’d be here all day but it would be worth it just to listen to the many things we have to thank him for today.  Parents, we need to thank their kids just as we thank God.  Children need to thank our parents – husbands need to thank their wives, and wives you need to thank your husbands.   We need to build each other up with a simple thank you from time to time.  

We have to remember evil words come from an evil heart and defile the person who says them. Evil words cause a chain reaction.  This is how arguments get started.  But if you said thank you.  You could defuse that anger in a second, just by acknowledging them with a serious heart felt thank you for sharing their fear and anger with you. Let us practice lifting each other up in love feast at the masters table with thanks this next week.

Let us pray:

Lord help us to remember to say thank you not only for all the many blessings you’ve given us, but to our family as well.  Lord you are our provider, in you we put our trust and our faith.  You are our sustainer, you feed us when we are hungry, cloth us when we are naked.  You ensure that we have means so that we can survive in this world you’ve created.  Let us take a moment and to just say thank you this morning as we lift you up in praise 

In Jesus name we thank you lord.

And the church said   Amen

