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Light of the world: Sunday Aug 28, 2005

Good Morning,   Oil for the light.  Is your lamp full of God’s Oil today?

- Exodus 25:6

My soul, how much thou needest this, for thy lamp will not long continue to burn without it. Thy snuff will smoke and become an offence if light be gone, and gone it will be if oil be absent. Thou hast no oil well springing up in thy human nature, and therefore thou must go to them that sell and buy for thyself, or like the foolish virgins, thou wilt have to cry, “My lamp is gone out.” Even the consecrated lamps could not give light without oil; though they shone in the tabernacle they needed to be fed, though no rough winds blew upon them they required to be trimmed, and thy need is equally as great. Under the most happy circumstances thou canst not give light for another hour unless fresh oil of grace be given thee.

It was not every oil that might be used in the Lord’s service; neither the petroleum which exudes so plentifully from the earth, nor the produce of fishes, nor that extracted from nuts would be accepted; only one oil was selected, and of that the best - olive oil. 

Pretended grace from natural goodness, fancied grace from priestly hands, or imaginary grace from outward ceremonies will never serve the true saint of God; he knows that the Lord would not be pleased with rivers of such oil. He goes to the olive-press of Gethsemane, and draws his supplies from him who was crushed therein. The oil of gospel grace is pure and free from lees and dregs, and hence the light which is fed thereon is clear and bright. 

Our churches are the Savior’s golden candelabra, and if they are to be lights in this dark world, they must have holy oil. Let us pray for ourselves, our ministers, and our churches, that they may never lack God’s oil for the light. Truth, holiness, joy, knowledge, love, these are all beams of the sacred light, but we cannot give them forth unless in private we receive oil from God the Holy Ghost.

As Christians, we have to be the light of the world. John 8:12 tells us in the Living Bible that Later, in one of his talks, Jesus said to the people, ``I am the Light of the world. So if you follow me, you won't be stumbling through the darkness, for living light will flood your path.''.   When we accept Christ into our lives, we are filled with his spirit, so much so that it radiates from with in us.  We take on a new glow – a spiritual glow though we may never see it if we look in the mirror.  Those who’ve known us will see the new us.  Is your lamp full of God’s oil today so that your light will burn brighter than ever?

Sometimes we Christians look the part, we dress the part, and we even speak the part at church.  But our lamp is so low on oil that our hearts can’t do anything more than make smoke.  God commanded the children of Israel to use only olive oil in the tabernacle lamps.  It was a sacred. Exodus 27:20.  And thou shalt command the children of Israel, that they bring thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, to cause the lamp to burn always.  

The Psalmist tell us that through god’s oil we can find joy and happiness.  We don’t have to be of this world today.  We have to be of God’s Word, God’s laws, and commandments.  

Psalms 119 

101.  I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy word.

 102.  I have not departed from thy judgments: for thou hast taught me.

 103.  How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!

 104.  Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way.

 105.  Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

 106.  I have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep thy righteous judgments.

 107.  I am afflicted very much: quicken me, O Lord, according unto thy word.

 108.  Accept, I beseech thee, the freewill offerings of my mouth, O Lord, and teach me thy judgments.

 109.  My soul is continually in my hand: yet do I not forget thy law.

 110.  The wicked have laid a snare for me: yet I erred not from thy precepts.

 111.  Thy testimonies have I taken as a heritage forever: for they are the rejoicing of my heart.

 112.  I have inclined mine heart to perform thy statutes always, even unto the end.

 113.  I hate vain thoughts: but thy law do I love.

 114.  Thou art my hiding place and my shield: I hope in thy word.

115. Depart from me, ye evildoers: for I will keep the commandments of my God.

When we read the word daily, we are not only keeping our pledge of faith to God alive, but we are filling up our lamps with God’s oil.  We are recharging our batteries, and filling our tanks so that we may go out in the world and be that Lamp of the word and for the world.   How can you quote scripture, if you have never once opened the book?  How can you share the stories that are contained in the bible if you haven’t even taken the time to read them yourself.  In order to be the light you first must have the oil in your lamp.  

Now I know that some of you are sitting here saying to yourself, pastor I come to church to fill my oil reservoir.  No you don’t,  you come to church to top off the tank, to be fed, encouraged, and witnessed to.  

The Holly Ghost is the only one who can fill your tank for you.  And to fill it, you need to read the word, feast on it, and meditate on it daily so that it inspires your thoughts, governs your actions and molds your character.   Praying at night, and doing the things that some lesser-minded Christians would do doesn’t give us the strength to persevere in times of trouble.  We have to rely on God’s word and be ready to invoke his name through his word, by his word and because of his word.

Today’s Christians are lazy, we all know that … honestly now.. when was the last time you opened your bible and read from it for the soul purpose of filling your God Tank with the word?  Been awhile hasn’t it.  Things aren’t going as well as they should today, as compared to when you read it daily.  You’re armor has some major rust spots in it that need polishing.  The only way you can polish up your armor is through the word.   Just sitting in a building for an hour will not give you what God will through his word, this is how we fill our lamps so that we can be His Light Unto the World.   The more we have the word in us the brighter our light will shine.   

Let us pray

Heavenly Father, we stand together here ready to be filled with your word this morning.  Give us the courage to open your word tonight as we go home and fill our oil lamps with your spiritual oil of faith. Show us what’s lacking in our lives lord help and mold our spirits so that our lamps may never burn smoke, but be lamps that are eternally lit by your grace and love.  This we pray in your name Amen.







