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Opening prayer:

Heavenly Father we come to you today to learn more about you, and who you are.  Harken unto our prayer lord, and make yourself real both in spirit and in our lives.  Let us feel your love today and every day growing closer both in us and with us.  Help us to demonstrate your love and your grace to others that they may see your work in our lives and want what we have.  Give them the courage lord to ask us how to reach out and know you as savior and friend 

In Jesus’ name we pray Amen

Open your Bibles to John 3-1 with me as we begin to see who God is today.  As a minister, I often times hear people say that they know God but deep down inside they feel nothing.  They are sleeping, some may even say that they are dead when it comes to knowing God as their personal savior.  

Savior, now there’s a word we need to look at to fully understand who god is.  The dictionary tells us that “Savior” means: A person who rescues another from harm danger or loss.

Is that all Jesus is to us, a rescuer?  We only call him when we need something?

Saints, as Christians we strive to have a “closer walk with thee” to get to know him as a man, as a teacher, and most of all as a personal friend.  Like the song says We have a friend in Jesus.  But how do we reach this utopia of feeling him close to us every day?

The first step is accepting him into our hearts.  Many of us who are reading this have done this at least once as kids, some may have never done it at all.  So today let’s renew our conviction by asking him into our hearts right now together. 

The Bible tells us to speak out loud in prayer and to invoke his name if we are to receive his glory.  So let’s ask God into our hearts now.  

Please pray this prayer with me: 

Father I believe that I am a sinner. I believe also that Jesus Christ came to earth as a babe, that he suffered on the cross of Calvary for my sins, that he was buried and three days later he was raised from the dead. Lord, I confess that I am a sinner and I need the blood of Jesus Christ, God's Holy Lamb to cleanse me from all unrighteousness now and forever more. I pray Lord that you would forgive me of my sins and set me apart from this world and its darkness. I ask that you will teach me your will for my life, and that you will instruct me in your ways through your Holy Word and your Spirit and this church. 

I thank you Lord for your forgiveness! 

In Jesus Name, 
Amen.
Welcome to the family of Christians my friends.  Who here has said this for the first time.  Give God a praise offering, and welcome our brothers and sisters to the fold.  I don’t know about you, but I feel God’s presence in here today with us.  I know God wants us to know him as we would know our neighbors who live next door.  INTIMATELY, personally, and spiritually. 

So how do we know who god is?  

The Bible, Gods Holy Word Says that Jesus Christ is the only begotten of the Father, and that through a process of time, he willing left his throne in the Heavens and came to earth as a baby, 

He grew in stature and in grace. He was a friend to man and walked on earth for 33 years, touching mans life where we hurt the most. 

In our sickness, 
In our Blindness, 
In our lameness, 
In our diseases, 
In our sins, 

And In our Deaths. 


He remained untouched by sin tho he was tempted when he was in the desert. He never gave in to it and it was accounted unto him as righteousness.  He taught us through his own actions how to deal with life’s temptations, by simply saying “Get behind me Satan”.  
He was Crucified on a cross and took the sins of mankind on to himself.  When he was peirced with a spear water emitted from his wound, the water of everlasting life. He has filled our bodies with this same water in his spirit that now dwells in us today.
He was Buried in a tomb, and was guarded by several soldiers so no robbers would pillage the tomb and Three days later the power of God rolled away the stone, brought him back from the dead. Once again walk among men filling man with his spirit.  Changing man forever.
And now He sits at the right hand of the Father, making intercession for us.  He sends his angles to watch over us and guide our footsteps so that we may hear his words and harken unto his teachings today.
God is an awesome God.  Let us read what John had to say about him in John 1

1.  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

 2.  The same was in the beginning with God.

 3.  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

 4.  In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

5. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
We already know what the word darkness meant here, that was us before we found God.  And asked him to come into our hearts today.  We were blind, but now we see. How great thou art..  How great thou art.   Sorry got carried away there. I always liked that song what can I tell ya.

6.  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.

 7.  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.

 8.  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.

 9.  That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.

 10.  He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.

 11.  He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

 12.  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

 13.  Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

14. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
You see, even though God was born, and was raised here.  Not everyone knew him.  Those that did knew there was something different about him for he was how did it say he was born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

Wouldn’t you have just loved to live back then, just to see him, to touch him and know him yourself?  Well even though he’s gone from us now in the physical realm, his spirit dwelleth in us today.  We can know him by studying his word, hearing what he preached, and taught and using his teachings as a guidepost to judge our lives against we can know him intimately.  

We get to know the man, and the teacher by doing some simple things.   We read the word, as John said In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God  So we start by reading the word of god.  The bible also tells us that Faith comes by what?  Hearing the word of God.   So what is faith?  Faith is evidence of unseen things and things hoped for.  And faith comes by hearing the word of God. 

This week I challenge everyone here today, to read the first 5 chapters of John.  Take some time out this week and get to know the man Jesus and what he has done for us by getting into the word starting tonight.  Listen to his words, and when we meet again, we’ll pick up this wounderful journey about Knowing our Lord and Savior as a personal friend.
