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Hello and welcome to Sunday’s service today

Invocation:

Heavenly Father help us to live in the Light of Your Son in the reality of Your Word so that we can love Your Creation whom You paid for with Your own blood. May You be glorified through everything said and done here today; In Your Name Amen.

Worship:

Come And Fill Me Up
By Brian Doerksen

I can feel you flowin' thru me'
Holy Spirit, come 'n' fill me up
Come and fill me up
Love 'n' mercy fill my senses
I am thirsty for your presence, Lord
Come and fill me up

Lord, let your mercy wash away all of my sin
Fill me completely with your love once again

I need you. I want you. I love your presence
I need you. I want you. I love your presence

© 1990 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing

Reading from the word = Today’s sermon


1st John 2:1-6, “My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will
not sin. But if you do sin, there is someone to plead for you before the
Father. He is Jesus Christ, the one who pleases God completely. He is the
sacrifice of our sins. He takes away not only our sins but the sins of all
the world. And how can we be sure that we belong to him? By obeying his
commandments. If someone says, “I belong to God,” but doesn’t obey God’s
commandments, that person is a liar and does not live in the truth. But
those who obey God’s Word really do love him. This is the way to know
whether or not we live in him. Those who say they live in God should live
their lives as Christ did.”


Explanation of the word:

Verse 1, ““My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not
sin. But if you do sin, there is someone to plead for you before the Father.
He is Jesus Christ, the one who pleases God completely.

As a father warns his child so that they will not stumble and fall on
something so the aged Apostle John is warning believers today to be aware of
sin’s ever present danger and to put them on guard against it. Lifeboats are
on a ship not to make it sink but in case it does. According to the Greek
grammar, the if before anything sins carries the added sense of “and it is
assumed that we all do.” 

This statement is not an encouragement to sin but a warning to all Christians

 to be on guard against sinful tendencies.


Advocate:  The Greek word is also used of the Holy Spirit in John 14:16

-- King James

John 14:16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;

- New American with Apocrypha

John 14:16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always,

-- New Revised Standard with Apocrypha

John 14:16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, {Or [Helper]} to be with you forever.


Referring to a Helper for us in understanding the truth of God’s Word. Here
the word describes the intercessory work of the Son on our behalf. When we sin, Jesus
represents us as our Advocate with the Father to plead our cause in heaven’s
court. Satan on the other hand, is the accuser of believers. 

(Zechariah 3)

1.  Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to oppose him. 

2. And the Lord said to Satan, "The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?''


Revelation 12:7-10)

7.  And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 

 8.  but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 

 9.  So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

 10.  Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, "Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down. 

11. "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.

Verse 2, “He is the sacrifice of our sins. He takes away not only our sins
but the sins of all the world.”

Propitiation that by which God is rendered propitious, i.e., by which 

it becomes consistent with his character and government to pardon and bless the sinner.

 The propitiation does not procure his love or make him loving; it only renders it
consistent for him to exercise his love towards sinners.

 In Rom. 3:25 and Heb.9:5 (A.V., "mercy-seat") the Greek 

word _hilasterion_ is used. It is the word
employed by the LXX.(70) translators in Ex. 25:17 and elsewhere as the equivalent


for the Hebrew _kapporeth_, which means "covering," and is used of the lid of
the ark of the covenant (Ex. 25:21; 30:6). This Greek word (hilasterion) came
to denote not only the mercy-seat or lid of the ark, but also propitation or
reconciliation by blood.

 On the great day of atonement the high priest carried
the blood of the sacrifice he offered for all the people within the veil and
sprinkled with it the "mercy-seat," and so made propitiation. 

In 1 John 2:2; & 4:10, Christ is called the "propitiation for our sins."

 Here a different Greek word is used (hilasmos). Christ is "the propitiation," 

because by his becoming our substitute and assuming our obligations he expiated 

our guilt, covered it, by the vicarious punishment which he endured.

 (Comp. Heb. 2:17, where the expression "make reconciliation" of the A.V. is more correctly in the R.V. "make propitiation.")


Propitiation brings about the merciful removal of guilt through divine
forgiveness. The Greek word for propitiation was used for the sacrificial
mercy seat on which the high priest placed the blood of the Israelites
sacrifices. (Ex.25:17-22; 1st Chr.28:2). On seeing these sacrifices the
righteous anger of God was turned aside from Israel. 

Sometimes the term is
understood by people to refer to the appeasement of a wrathful god who can
be “bribed” with gifts by his devotees. 

This is foreign to the biblical
perspective. But the word does indicate that God’s anger against sin must be
satisfied. 

In coming into the world as a man, God became the receiver of His
own wrath and the means to providing escape from that wrath (the just and
the justifier, Rom. 3:26). Jesus Christ became this sacrifice in His death
and satisfied God’s wrath on the Cross. The sacrifice of Jesus’ sinless life
is so effective that it can supply forgiveness for the whole world (2nd Cor
5:14, 15, 19; Heb 2:9). Christ’s death is sufficient for all, but efficient
only for those who believe in Christ. Not everyone will be saved, but Jesus
offers salvation to all (Rev 22:17).


Verse 3, “And how can we be sure that we belong to him? By obeying his
commandments.”


Belong to him: The NT speaks of knowing God in two senses. A person who has
trusted Christ knows Him (John 17:3), that is to say, he has met Him. Someone
who has previously met the Lord can also come to know Him intimately (Philippians
3:10).

John 17:3.  And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

Philippians 3:10 

10.  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 11.  If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

 In this verse John is talking about knowing the Lord intimately. In
all of 1st John, the apostle uses “know” in the second sense. 

For example,
he says that everyone who loves God is born of God and knows God (1 John 4:5-8), 

5.  They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them.

 6.  We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us.    Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.

 7.  Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.

 8.  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.

Yet,  he says that he that does not know how to love doesn’t know God.

It does not mean that a person is not born of God, only that he or she does not know God 

(4:8) Therefore, in 1st John, knowing God is knowing Him intimately. 

Assurance that a believer has really gotten to know the Lord intimately is his or her attitude of wanting to obey God’s commands 

(John 14:15,   If ye love me, keep my commandments.

20,  At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.

23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.

24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.

15:10-17)


10.  If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.

 11.  These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.

 12.  This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.

 13.  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

 14.  Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.

15. Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.

Verse 4, “If someone says, “I belong to God,” but doesn’t obey God’s
commandments, that person is a liar and does not live in the truth.”


Disobedience shows a lack of personal knowledge of Christ. To claim to know
Christ while disobeying His Word is to lie. Truth is not in him: If someone
says, “I belong to God,” but doesn’t obey God’s commandments, that person is
a liar and does not live in the truth: Not only does the conflict of word
and action make a person a liar, but it also shows that the truth is not a
controlling influence on that person’s life (1:6:8,10)


John is determined to lay it down quite unmistakably and without compromise that the only way in which we can show that we know God is by obedience to him, and the only way we can show that we have union with Christ is by imitation of him. Christianity is the religion which offers the greatest privilege and brings with it the greatest obligation. Intellectual effort and emotional experience are not neglected--far from it but they must combine to issue in moral action.

Verse 5, “But those who obey God’s Word really do love him. This is the way
to know whether or not we live in him.”
But: In contrast to being a liar, keeping His commandments demonstrates a
valid relationship with Christ and shows that God’s love is expressed fully
in the Christian. Perfected: This verse expresses the idea of maturity and
completeness. Love of God is perfected may mean one of two things: 1) The
believer’s love for God grows as he or she keeps God’s Word, or 2)As the
believer pursues fellowship and obedience, God’s love for him or her is more
fully completed. The second is indicated here. The believer begins to know
by experience that he or she is in Him. As John explains in the next verse,
in Him means “abiding in Him.” Word is a synonym for commandment in vv.3,4.
The love of God here may refer to 1) God’s love for men, 2)a godly kind of
love, or 3) a person’s love for God.


Verse 6, “Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Christ
did.”Abides in Him: Abiding is habitual obedience. It has the idea of settling
down in Christ or resting in Him. It is evidenced by a life modeled after
Christ. A Christian may fail to abide in Christ as evidenced by His repeated
commands to abide in John 15:4-10. Ought to walk: This admonition to live by
the teachings of Jesus reveals that this conformity comes from us. Salves
must follow commands of their masters or they will be punished. Employees
need to do their work to keep their jobs; however, the Christian as a child
of God ought to obey God because of sincere desire to do so. It should be a
joy to follow in the footsteps of the One who died for us.


Real Christianity stands in opposition to the attraction and fascination
that the world has today with the recent events particular with the war and
its anxiety, but lives in the truth knowing fully that in due time Truth
will be revealed by the coming of Jesus for His Bride the Church. Real
Christianity is this living in the truth meaning applying God’s Word the
Ultimate authority for all truth to a sinful world full of self’s full of
appearances, and facades. As we are going to see in this series light and
truth go together for where light is it exposes darkness and where truth is
love is and since this is so light and truth together are inseparable from
love and growing in Christ.

Heavenly Father thank You today for showing us what it means to live in the
truth to love you and walk with You in a world full of self; In Jesus Name
Amen.

1Jn.2:3-6 THE TRUE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

And it is by this that we know that we have come to know him--if we keep his commandments. He who says, "I have come to know him" and who does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in such a man. The love of God is truly perfected in any man who keeps his word. This is the way in which we know that we are in him. He who claims that he abides in him ought himself to live the same kind of life as he lived.

  This passage deals in phrases and thoughts which were very familiar to the ancient world. It talked much about knowing God and about being in God. It is important that we should see wherein the difference lay between the pagan world in all its greatness and Judaism and Christianity. To know God, to abide in God, to have fellowship with God has always been the quest of the human spirit, for Augustine was right when he said that God had made men for himself and that they were restless until they found their rest in him. We may say that in the ancient world there were three lines of thought in regard to knowing God.

  (i) In the great classical age of their thought and literature, in the sixth and fifth centuries before Christ, the Greeks were convinced that they could arrive at God by the sheer process of intellectual reasoning and argument. In The World of the New Testament, T. R. Glover has a chapter on The Greek in which he brilliantly and vividly sketches the character of the Greek mind in its greatest days when the Greek glorified the intellect. "A harder and more precise thinker than Plato it will be difficult to discover," said Marshall Macgregor. Xenophon tells how Socrates had a conversation with a young man. "How do you know that?" asked Socrates. "Do you know it or are you guessing?" The young man had to say, "I am guessing." "Very well," answered Socrates, "when we are done with guessing and when we know, shall we talk about it then?" Guesses were not good enough for the Greek thinker.

  To the classical Greek curiosity was not a fault but was the greatest of the virtues, for it was the mother of philosophy. Glover writes of this outlook: "Everything must be examined; all the world is the proper study of man; there is no question which it is wrong for man to ask; nature in the long run must stand and deliver; God too must explain himself, for did he not make man so?" For the Greeks of the great classical age the way to God was by the intellect.

  It has to be noted that an intellectual approach to religion is not necessarily ethical at all. If religion is a series of mental problems, if God is the goal at the end of intense mental activity, religion becomes something not very unlike the higher mathematics. It becomes intellectual satisfaction and not moral action; and the plain fact is that many of the great Greek thinkers were not specially good men. Even men so great as Plato and Socrates saw no sin in homosexuality. A man could know God in the intellectual sense but that need not make him a good man.

  (ii) The later Greeks, in the immediate background time of the New Testament, sought to find God in emotional experience. The characteristic religious phenomenon of these days was the Mystery Religions. In any view of the history of religion they are an amazing feature. Their aim was union with the divine and they were all in the form of passion plays. They were all founded on the story of some god who lived, and suffered terribly, and died a cruel death, and rose again. The initiate was given a long course of instruction; he was made to practise ascetic discipline. He was worked up to an intense pitch of expectation and emotional sensitivity. He was then allowed to come to a passion play in which the story of the suffering, dying, and rising god was played out on the stage. Everything was designed to heighten the emotional atmosphere. There was cunning lighting; sensuous music; perfumed incense; a marvellous liturgy.

In this atmosphere the story was played out and the worshipper identified himself with the experiences of the god until he could cry out: "I am thou, and thou art I"; until he shared the god's suffering and also shared his victory and immortality.

  This was not so much knowing God as feeling God. But it was a highly emotional experience and, as such, it was necessarily transient. It was a kind of religious drug. It quite definitely found God in an abnormal experience and its aim was to escape from ordinary life.

  (iii) Lastly, there was the Jewish way of knowing God which is closely allied with the Christian way. To the Jew knowledge of God came, not by man's speculation or by an exotic experience of emotion, but by God's own revelation. The God who revealed himself was a holy God and his holiness brought the obligation to his worshipper to be holy, too. A. E. Brooke says, "John can conceive of no real knowledge of God which does not issue in obedience." Knowledge of God can be proved only by obedience to God; and knowledge of God can be gained only by obedience to God. C. H. Dodd says, "To know God is to experience his love in Christ, and to return that love in obedience."

   Here was John's problem. In the Greek world he was faced with people who saw God as an intellectual exercise and who could say, "I know God" without being conscious of any ethical obligation whatever. In the Greek world he was faced with people who had had an emotional experience and who could say, "I am in God and God is in me," and who yet did not see God in terms of commandments at all.
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