In Times of Disaster we need to come together as a church 

This has been a tough season for many with jobs being lost, fuel prices skyrocketing out of control to the hurricane down south, which left millions with out homes.  As a minister, my heart goes out to these folks who’ve suffered so much.  The day of hurricane, my wife and I watched in horror as did millions of others through out the world.  We couldn’t believe the amount of devastation that was left behind.   So why did it happen?  Why did so many have to loose so much.?

The intellectuals look at this as a change in the economy, and natural disaster caused by the weather storm that was predicted well in advance.  Those with common sense fled the area well in advance and took precautions to safe guard their homes as best as they could at the time.  But this storm far exceeded all expectations.  Leaving in it’s wake a city in ruins.  

The question remains, if those who live in a soup bowl know that a serious storm is headed down their throats why on earth would you want to risk loosing your life.  Was is by faith that these folks chose to stay or was a personal choice brought on by poverty.   In talking to those who live in that region it was a case of the latter.  The most seriously affected people were those who had nothing to begin with.  No job, no car, no insurance.   These where the levites of today’s world.   The homeless, the hungry and the lost sheep of our society.   

For us who are safe looking at the pictures of the devastation doesn’t show the whole picture.  Many of you have gone to 3rd world countries as missionaries and can relate it to that experience.  The hunger and desperation in the eyes of parents as they try to feed their family.

It’s hard for us here at home to fathom walking through the flooded streets lost cold and lonely.  We feel compelled to reach out and help these folks in some way, even if it’s offer up a simple prayer for them.  Something, but what…

Well, there are some things we can do to help them.  We can open up our homes to those who’ve lost theirs,.  This is going to be rough time for everyone in every community not just those that were affected by the storm and the aftermath left behind.  Detroit is opening up motels, and hotels to help those who can make it up here, churches have gathered clothing and furnishing and food.  Schools have consolidated classes to accommodate the arrival of families with children in the hopes of lending them a helping hand.   

As a church we need to stand together in faith ready to lend a hand to our brothers and sisters in need.   If it were us in their position, we would expect nothing less from those who had the most to give.  Prayer doesn’t feed the hungry, food does.  Prayer can’t keep the cold off you at night, clothing does.  So this week, go through your closet at home, and get rid of the things you don’t wear any longer.  There are people right now who would love to own something as simple as a T-shirt and shorts.   

Fema has promised a lot of things over the last few days, but we know that those in Florida are still waiting to receive payments from the storms that left them homeless.  And these were folks who had insurance and good paying jobs.  Those in Mississippi, and in Louisiana are in worse shape financially.  When I drove truck years ago, I was shocked at how people could live in a run down shack and call it home.  But that’s what they had, they couldn’t afford the fine homes that you see here around you.  The TV show “In the heat of the night” tried to bring light to the situation of this impoverished area of our country but we never really paid attention to it because it was only a TV show.  It was Hollywood, people don’t live like that in the United States.  Not in today’s world anyway.  

God’s word tells us that things happen for a reason, I’m still trying to find the reason for this even if only to bring his people together in spirit of brotherhood, and love.  It’s times like these that we need to reach out to one another and love one another enough to care for one another.  We need to quit relying on the other guy, the government, and other churches to step in while we ourselves sit idly by and do nothing.  We all have to rally to the call of help in order to help.   Many local stores are collecting things to be shipped down south, have you done your part this week to help?  Today’s offering will go to the red cross to help them as they see fit, our church here will be supporting them in any way we can and we hope that you and your local churches will also do the same.

Let us pray:

Father, let these words touch the hearts and souls of those who read this board and may they too reach out and help with a donation made with love to those who need it this week – this we pray in your name Amen.

