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Good afternoon. We gather here today to witness and celebrate an act of deep love. Samantha and Wade, in their devotion, respect, and love for each other wish to unite in the holy bond of marriage, and to dedicate themselves to each other's happiness and well‑being as life long partners.  On behalf of them, I welcome you all here tonight.

Weddings are a great time to be shared with one another.  It’s a time of joy, and of true friendship. Today Samantha & Wade have asked that we all share in their special day, and to witness their wedding together. 

Each of you have shared and contributed to their lives in the past, and by witnessing this marriage here today, they ask that you continue to share in their future together as husband and wife.

At this time,  

I ask you both is it your desire to be married to one another here this day?  

 It is

Who now stands with this woman to symbolize their love and support to this marriage?   WE DO
Who stands with this man to symbolize their love and support to this marriage?  WE DO

Family and friends, do you also stand in accord with this couple today?  WE DO

Will you both now turn and face one another-

 BLESSING OF THE HANDS:

Samantha will you please face Wade, and hold his hands palms up so you may see what a gift that they are to you.
These are the hands of your best friend, young, strong and vibrant and filled with love, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as he promises to love you all the days of his life.

These are the hands that will work along side yours, as together you build your future together as you laugh, and as you cry as you share your innermost secrets and dreams with one another.

These are the hands that will passionately love and cherish you through the years for a lifetime of happiness.

These are a the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes, tears of sorrow, and tears of joy much as they are today.
These are the hands that will comfort you in illness, and hold you when you are afraid or worry fills your mind.

These are the hands that will tenderly lift your chin and brush your cheek as they raise your face to look into his eyes:  Eyes that are filled completely with his overwhelming love and desire souly for you.

+++++

Wade, take her hands now palm up where you may see what a wonderful gift they are to you sir.

Wade, these are the hands of your best friend.  They are smooth, young and carefree, and they are holding yours on this special day.  Soon she will be pledging her love and her commitment to you all the days of her life.

These are the hands that will ease the tension from your neck in the evenings after you’ve had a long day. 

These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times together.  

These are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick, or console you when you are grieving.

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years for a life time of happiness.

These are the hands that will hold you in joy and excitement and hope.

These are the hands that will give you support as she encourages you to chase down you dreams. 

These are the hands that will give you strength when you need it the most.  

And lastly these are the hands that even when wrinkled with time will still be reaching out for yours still giving you the same unspoken tenderness they are today for these are the hands of love.  May you both love the special touch from these special pairs of hands now and forever more.

At this time, Wade, will you repeat after me sir:
Samantha, 

I’ve been blessed to know you I thank God for bringing you into my life

I choose you this day to be my wife, my love and my best friend.  You have given me more love than words could ever express.  I commit myself to you and you alone.  I promise you my unconditional love.  I give you my unwavering trust.  Today, I promise to love you and provide for you all the days of my life. 
For this is my vow to you.

And Samantha will you repeat after me please:

Wade,

I accept you as the one God has chosen for me; today I take you to be my husband, and my best friend.  I join with you now to share all that life may bring us.  I will be yours through weakness and in strength through sorrow and in joy through failure and in triumphs  

For this is my vow to you.

May I have the rings please:

Samantha, and Wade, both have elected to write their own ring vows for this wedding service today.

Samantha, will you repeat after me please:

Wade, since we met I knew this would be 
through the ups and the downs you've stood by me 
our love has grown by leaps and bounds 
I love you so much 

and I promise you this now 
I loved you then 

I love you now 

I’ve wanted to show you

 and now I know how 
please take this ring and accept my vow

And Wade, will you repeat after me sir:


Every since I first stared into your beautiful blue eyes, 
I knew that you were the one for me. You always made me smile and you make my heart melt. 
From this day forward, I promise to love you, be there for you, take care of you, and stick by your side no matter what the circumstances are. 
Please accept this ring from me today and I promise to be true to you forever.
 I love you.
The rings you have just exchanged are the outward symbol of your inward promise that each of you have just made to one another.  They are your reminders that you’re hearts are forever spoken for one to the other.
The beauty of the ring is not in the shine, but it’s in the scratches and nicks that come with time.  It’s the ware and tare that makes your love tested and true to one another.  

When you are separated and lonely the ring will always bring your hearts close to one another.  It allows you to simply turn it quietly on your finger as you whisper the words I love you.  No matter how far the distance, your mate will hear your words as if you are standing right beside each other as you are now.

May these rings always serve as that special reminder of this day and your commitment that you both take now to go the distance with a love that lasts the test of time.
‘

SAND CEREMONY 

Samantha, & Wade, you have just sealed your relationship by the giving and the receiving of your rings, and you have made your promises to one another. This covenant is a relationship pledge between two people who agree that they will commit themselves to one another throughout their lives.  

The most beautiful example of this partnership is the marriage ceremony itself.  You have, each freely committed to share the rest of your lives with each other today.  And to demonstrate the uniqueness of your love for one another we celebrate your new relationship through the pouring of these two individual containers of sand on the table before you.

One container represents you Samantha, all that you were, and one container represents you Wade, all that you were also.

AS these two containers of sand are poured into the third container the individual containers of sand will no longer exist but they be forever joined and blended as one just as your lives have been joined as one today.  No longer will you be separate individuals but blended one with the other.

At this time, will you pour your sands one into the others stream filling the third container.

As you see, just as these grains of sand can never be separated and poured back into their original containers now, so too your marriage will always be blended by your love that you both share with one another.  You can never return to yesterday for today is a new day, and new start as one.
May this container always remind you that you are truly blended by love

Let us pray:
Gracious Father our hearts are filled with great happiness on this the wedding day of Samantha and Wade.  They have come before you pledging their lives, and their love to one another.

Grant them O’ Lord that they may be forever true and loving, living together in such a way as to never bring heartbreak in their marriage.  Temper their hearts with kindness and help them to be sweethearts, helpmates, and best friends to one another.

May they always look upon your face for strength, love and joy may their home truly be a place filled with love, and harmony where your grace is always felt and ever present.

This we pray of Lord, in your name… amen.

Samantha, and wade, you’re about to walk away from here as husband and wife in a few moments.. so please take a moment now, and look at one another and savor this moment together.  

Ladies and Gentlemen: by the powers vested to me by the State of Michigan, and through the church  

I take pleasure now in saying these wonderful words to this couple.. today

Samantha, and Wade, I now pronounce you HUSBAND AND WIFE.

Sir you may now kiss your bride with passion …

Ladies and Gentlemen: I give to you for the very first time; 

 MR AND MRS. DAVIS

